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The International SeaKeepers Society Asia Dinner Awards 2018: Turning Tides for Marine 

Conservation and Education 

The International SeaKeepers Society held its 3rd annual Asia Awards Dinner at One°15 Marina. Hosted 

by Dinner Chairs Julian and Sandra Chang, the theme for this year’s Dinner was about turning tides.  

 

One of the evening’s highlights was the announcement of this year’s award winners. Dr. Karenne Tun 

and YTL Hotels took home the prestigious awards for SeaKeeper of Singapore and The International 

SeaKeepers Society Asia Achievement Award 2018 respectively. These awards recognize the award 

winners’ responsibility towards the health of Asia’s marine health through research, education, 

protection and/or restoration. Dr. Tun’s current work at NParks covers issues related to the 

management and conservation of Singapore’s coastal and marine environment and the biodiversity they 

support. Whilst YTL Hotels was recognized for their commitment to integrate responsible environmental 

strategies into their core business decisions which protect and improve the natural environment for 

future generations to come. In addition, 6 Discovery Yachts were highlighted and awarded for their 

contribution and participation in last year’s programming. 

 

The event was attended by special guest speakers Dr. Toh Tai Chong, lecturer at National University of 

Singapore and the co-founder of Our Singapore Reefs; and eco-entrepreneur Melissa Lam, founder of 

Bamboo Straws Worldwide. The idyllic marina setting was the perfect backdrop to discuss how 

environmental and marine conservation has grown in the last few years. Both speeches echoed the 

same need for the different stakeholders in the community to come together and make an impact for 

long-term environmental conservation.  

 

And honoring the Society’s commitment to community and educational outreach, guests were treated 

to a lively percussion performance by a group of children from Tasek Jurong Limited, a non-profit 

organization in Singapore. A message from Tasek Jurong‘s Patrons, Mr and Mrs. Tharman 

Shanmugaratnam was shared thereafter. The performance was especially significant because the 

performers were beneficiaries of The International SeaKeepers Society Educational Outreach 

programme. Sandra Chang shared, “There is a lot of data that we have gathered over the last year which 

is certainly valuable to the scientific research community. But having the kids here, performing on stage 

and being part of this event, this is something really special for us and for them. It’s a testament to how 

we can bring the community together and tonight we celebrate our success.” 

 



 

 

 

Another key part of SeaKeepers Society’s success is the support received from individual and corporate 

sponsorships. Julian Chang proudly announced that Luzerne, Singapore’s longest established ceramics 

producer, has come on board to sponsor education programmes. Schools across Singapore will continue 

to benefit from the environmental awareness programmes in their classrooms as well as with their 

students onboard private yacht which are part of the SeaKeepers Discovery Fleet, for a day of hands-on 

learning about marine science and conservation. 

 

Advocates for educational awareness and research on marine science conservation, the SeaKeepers 

Society use yachts to host educational programs for youth and conduct field research in the region. 

Donations made to the Society directly fund programs designed to nurture environmental awareness 

amongst the next generation, as well support research expeditions. To play a part and help turn the tide 

on marine conservation, visit SeaKeepers Society to learn more about how you can volunteer, become a 

member or donate your yacht for the cause. 

 

SeaKeepers would like to thank the following major sponsors for their event and programming support: 

Luzerne, Audi, Wartsila, Katrina Group Ltd, SC Global, New Funnels, Fraser, Raffles Yacht Group,  

 U-Boat Worx, Hunton Yachts, EYOS, Integrated Marine, Crystal Wines, Sabina Fay Braxton, 

 Luxe Furnishings, Kin Productions, Concorde Hotel Singapore, Royal Salute 

 

SeaKeepers would also like to thank our media partners for their promotion during the lifetime of the 

event our Official Media Publications: YACHTSTYLE and ART REPBUBLIK and our Official Lifestyle 

Publications:  PRESTIGE and AUGUSTMAN                                                                           

 

For more information visit www.seakeepers.org 

For more information please contact: 

Julian Chang, The International SeaKeepers Society Board member and International SeaKeepers 

Society, Asia-President, Julian@seakeepers.org  

 

Gail Tay, Director of Operations & Programmes, International SeaKeepers Society, Asia. 

Email: gail.tay@seakeepers .org;   HP: +60 12 8225832. 
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About The International SeaKeepers Society®  

The International SeaKeepers Society is a non-profit organization focusing on the health of the world’s 

oceans and climate. SeaKeepers works with the boating and yachting community to take advantage of 

their unique potential in order to further marine research and to raise awareness about the issues our 

oceans face. The International SeaKeepers Society acts as a global catalyst working with governments, 

scientists, industry, and other marine organizations to further its mission and to support sensible, 

achievable marine protection and restoration.  

The International SeaKeepers Society established SeaKeepers Asia in 2016. This expansion with a new 

arm in Asia is under the leadership of Julian Chang.  Operations run parallel to the headquarters of 

SeaKeepers in Florida, with a main focus on expanding the impact of the DISCOVERY Yachts 

Program. This includes the three essential aspects of DISCOVERY Yachts Programming: 

Outreach programs targeted at youth and learning experiences in classrooms and aboard DISCOVERY 

Yachts that serve as “floating classrooms.” These programs will focus on marine wildlife, plastic 

pollution, and sustainability practices. Participants will include local schools and national organizations. 

Instrument deployments for ocean monitoring through deploying of SeaKeeper drifters. SeaKeepers 

works with institutions within the USA, including the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA), World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and Argo, to make on-going oceanographic 

measurements with SeaKeepers drifters and Argo floats. Data collected is used for oil spill and marine 

debris accumulation analyses, weather and hurricane prediction models, satellite quality control, and to 

better understand the marine environment. 

Scientist-led expeditions will be conducted by leading researchers aboard DISCOVERY Yachts. 

SeaKeepers works with experts in the marine science and oceanography fields to promote and facilitate 

ground breaking research, as well as providing yacht owners, guests and crew, the opportunity to utilize 

their vessel to serve as an at-sea research platform. 

Discovery Yachts are privately owned vessels which facilitate programming by providing access to the 

ocean for research, scientific discovery, community outreach and artistic inspiration. From hosting 

learning opportunities for children to facilitating research for genome sequencing; yachts are the 

platform to enable our goals.   

For more information visit www.seakeepers.org 

For more information please contact: 

Julian Chang, The International SeaKeepers Society Board member and International SeaKeepers 

Society, Asia-President, Julian@seakeepers.org  

Gail Tay, Director of Operations & Programmes, International SeaKeepers Society, Asia. 

Email: gail.tay@seakeepers .org ;   HP: +60 12 8225832.  
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